
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
July 24, 2020 

 

Dear Mansfield Staff and Families,  

 

Together, we are approaching a school year that will look and feel very different than 

any other we have experienced before. What we know is that COVID-19 conditions will 

continue to evolve and that the guidance we must follow from the state and health 

authorities will also evolve-sometimes very quickly.  These unprecedented 

circumstances have us required to reimagine teaching and learning, and think very 

differently about how we can support a safe and successful year for all members of our 

community.  The Road Back to Mansfield Township School District Plan will allow us to 

adjust as the public health landscape continues to evolve both before and after school 

starts.  

 

We have a fundamental responsibility to resume teaching and learning throughout the 

school year for all students, and we are fully committed to doing so with equity, safety 

and the many needs of our stakeholders guiding our decision making.  The Road Back to 

Mansfield Township School District Plan reflects several months of working with public 

health experts and other leaders from across the state and the county; As well as, 

listening to the ideas and feedback of our families, school leaders, teachers, staff and 

stakeholders.  

 

In the coming school year, all students are expected to participate in learning five early 

dismissal days per week.  Our schools will offer in-person and an opt out option to help 

meet the needs of our students and families.  We will have enhanced cleaning protocols 

for our schools and extensive safety measures will be in place to promote a healthy, 

learning and work environment for everyone while in our buildings.  We must work 

together to mitigate risks to our students and staff.  

 

Below are selected highlights from The Road Back to Mansfield Township School 

District Re-Opening Plan. 
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Face Covering 

● Based upon guidance our school nurses received from the Burlington County 

Health Department, students will use face coverings at all times; Unless doing 

so would inhibit the student’s health.  

● It is also necessary to acknowledge that the use of face coverings may be 

impractical for individuals with disabilities.  

Screening 

● All students and staff will have their temperature checked prior to entering the             

building.  

● Prior to sending a child to school, families will check that their children are free               

of COVID-19 symptoms.  

● Any screening policy/protocol must take into account students with disabilities          

and accommodations that may be needed in the screening process for those            

students. 

Teacher Directed Recess  

● Especially in a year when students may be more limited to particular classrooms, 

we will prioritize recess and time outdoors.  

● Teachers will be allowed to take the students to  designated areas of the 

playground.  

● Students will be asked to wash their hands before and after playing outside.  

● Limited use of balls or other equipment may be used, checked out from teachers, 

and subsequently disinfected between cohorts. 

● Shared equipment will be limited and sanitized after each use; physical 

distancing will be required.  

Field Trips/After School Activities  

● Field Trips Virtual only 

● Decisions on how clubs will be offered will be a continuing conversation.  

● We are considering ways to modify choir, drama, and certain instrumental           

activities that involve blowing air. 

Meals  

● All students will be able to purchase a prepackaged meal to take home. 

● Students who qualify for free and reduced lunch will receive a prepackaged meal             

to take home.  

● Students who remain for the PM session (i.e. Basic Skills, ACT, and MVP) will              

have the option to bring their own lunch or purchase a lunch.  

● Lunches will be delivered to the classrooms (all serving and eating materials will             

be disposable/recyclable). 



● Prior to and after eating, the children will be required to wash their hands. 

Classrooms 

● We have worked to measure and modify classrooms, move desks, remove           

furniture when needed, and rearrange seating to facilitate social distancing.  

● Where six feet of social distance is not possible, we are adding plexiglass shields              

or other barriers to limit the spread of germs.  

● We are working to limit the mixing of children and adults when appropriate and              

keeping class groups as separate and distinct as possible.  

● Special area will be virtual  

● Students will have their own sets of supplies that will be stored and labeled              

separately.  

● Student belongings will be stored in lockers (when possible) to keep them            

seperate. Students will be staggered when visiting their lockers .  

● To avoid crowding in bathrooms, limited capacities will be put in place.  

● Water fountains will not be in use; therefore, we strongly encourage students to             

bring their own water bottles to school.  

● Opening of windows and doors to increase air flow is possible. 

● Weather permitting, teachers will be encouraged to take classes outside, and           

outdoor learning spaces will be maximized and available for use.  

Student Entry/Exit  

 

JHES:  

● Bus drop off and parent drop off will be staggered  

● Buses will unload one or two buses at a time 

● All students will have temperature checked as they enter through the front door 

● All students will be required to wear face coverings upon entering and exiting the              

building.  

MTES: 

● Bus drop off and parent drop off will happen simultaneously. Two separate            

parking lots and two separate entrances. 

● Buses will unload one or two buses at a time. Students will wear masks on bus,                

entering the building, in hallways, and into the classroom until all are seated at              

their desks. 

● All students will have temperature checked as they enter through the front door             

or parent drop off door. 

 

 



Visitors  

● No visitors, excluding contractors or delivery workers, will be permitted to enter 

schools. Approved visitors, such as parents attending essential meetings, will be 

permitted if a remote meeting cannot be held. 

 

Cleaning  

● Mansfield Township School District will adhere to current cleaning practices and           

protocols and will stay informed of any new guidance from local health            

authorities.  

● High-touch surfaces, including hand rails, doorknobs and bathroom fixtures to 

be cleaned every four hours. Hand sanitizer stations will be added around the 

buildings. At the end of each school day, classrooms and other spaces will 

undergo fog or spray disinfecting. 

● Special attention will be given to classroom surfaces, bathrooms, door handles,           

shared objects, and high-traffic areas. 

● Disinfecting wipes and hand sanitizer will be available for use in each classroom.  

● Where disinfectants are used, products will be registered with the U.S.           

Environmental Protection Agency. 

Social Distancing  

 

● Classroom capacity limited to maximum of 15  students.   Staff must keep at least 

six feet of social distance at all times. 

 

Transportation  

● Students are to wear masks while boarding, riding and exiting the bus. 

● Masks will be provided if one is forgotten or misplaced. 

● Refusal to wear a mask will be considered a discipline issue. 

● Students may sit one student per two-seater and two students per three-seater at             

a maximum. 

● Windows will be open when possible. 

● Students will load the bus from back to front and exit the bus front from back.  

● A clear vinyl tent will be placed around the school bus driver.  

● Drivers will have a bottle of disinfectant spray and will use this to clean seats               

between different school runs.  

● Twice per day (after morning and afternoon runs) the buses will be thoroughly             

treated with disinfectant spray. 

 



Health Monitoring 

● Isolation space for students that show a fever of 100.4 or higher, students need to 

be 72 hours fever free before returning to school. 

● Waiting on guidance regarding protocol for positive tests for staff/students.  

● Keep your child at home if they are sick. or if they or others in your household are                  

exposed to COVID-19; contact the school immediately. 

● Pick up your child immediately if they show symptoms of illness and need to go               

home. 

● Practice and reinforce good hygiene practices at home. 

● Practice handwashing with soap and water for at least 20 seconds with your             

child. 

 

Ensuring the Delivery of Special Education and Related Services to 

Students with Disabilities 

● All IEP’s will be followed to the greatest extent possible, as appropriate and 

practicable.  This includes all Related Services:  

○ Speech/Language Therapy 

○ Occupational Therapy  

○ Physical Therapy 

○ Counseling 

● Related services will be provided in person and may be provided virtually. 

Instructional Plan  

In-Person/Opt-Out Instructional Plan 

● Student schedule will run on a half day schedule. 

○ Student hours will be 8:40am-12:50pm.  

○ Teacher hours will be 8:20am-3:35pm. 

● Instructional Minutes- Due to programming and departmentalization, 

instructional minutes vary from grade to grade.  

○ Kindergarten-Fourth Grade 

■ ELA (Reading, Writing, Stations)= 135-145 minutes 

■ Math= 50-60 minutes 

■ Science/Social Studies = 25-35 minutes 

● MP1 Social Studies 

● MP2 Science 

● MP3 Science/Social Studies 

○ Fifth & Sixth Grade 

■ Classes will remain departmentalized with students remaining in 



their homeroom class for the duration of the school day.  Teachers 

will rotate to the different classrooms.  

■ Approximately 53 minutes per content area: Reading, Writing, 

Math, Sci/SS 

● MP1 Social Studies 

● MP2 Science 

● MP3 Science/Social Studies 

○ Please note: all instructional minutes are subject to change from 

approximate times shown 

Opt-Out Information 

● Families may opt their child out from in-person instruction.  If the opt out option 

is selected, students will be opted out for the first full marking period.  

● Any child opting out will be expected to join their classroom via live stream 

○ Students will join all content areas for mini- lessons and lesson closures 

○ Links and times will be provided 

○ All classrooms and special area teachers will be utilizing Google Classroom 

● Depending on the number of opt-outs, classrooms will be identified as “hybrid 

classrooms” containing both in-person students and virtual students 

○ An additional teacher will be in the classroom to provide additional 

assistance 

○ Once 15 or more students within a grade level have selected to opt out, a 

virtual classroom will be developed. 

● Additional information for the families that opt out will be provided closer to the 

start of the school year 

If you would like to opt your child out from in-person instruction,  

please complete this Opt Out Form as soon as possible. To allow staffing and planning 

all submissions are due by August 7th. The sooner we know the better we can plan. 

 

Education Program 

Basic Skills (BSI), Gifted & Talented (ACT) and Special Areas 

● BSI, ACT, and Special Areas will take place in the afternoon following student 

dismissal.  

● BSI and ACT 

○ BSI and ACT will meet Monday through Thursday following student 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScCwZn3aLF3g5OLxeub6Xb1rVKRkOtMeHfc3KvkMAh1nWdNKA/viewform


dismissal.  Both programs are by invitation only.  Each student will receive 

an individualized invitation with information regarding specific times.  

○ Parents will have the option of in-person or virtual services for both BSI 

and ACT.  

■ Transportation to attend in-person BSI or ACT will NOT be 

provided.  Students must be picked up by parents or guardians.  

○ BSI and ACT services will begin on or around October 5th and will run 

Monday through Thursday (or otherwise indicated on the invitation)  

● Special Areas 

■ Special areas will be virtual.  Students will virtually visit their 

special area for the assigned cycle day in the afternoon.  Students 

will have a designated special area to visit 5 out of the 6 cycle days, 

with 1 cycle day for “catch up.” 

■ Students will have 1 day for Art, Music, and World Language, and 2 

days per cycle for PE. 

■ Participation for all special areas are mandatory.  

 

It is important for everyone to understand that the bulk of our work is still ahead of 

us. This message is intended to give you current information and a sense of 

direction.  I will be updating the community on our progress in the coming weeks.  

Thank you for your understanding and patience as we prepare to reopen our schools 

for the coming year. 

Sincerely,  

Tiffany J. Moutis 

Superintendent 

 


